Termination of pregnancy: Cultural practices, the Choice on Termination of Pregnancy Act and the constitutional rights of children.
The cultural practice of ukuthwala, the abduction for marriage of young girls, violates their constitutional rights and contravenes the Children's and Sexual Offences Act. The provisions of the Choice Act for the third trimester of pregnancy are more onerous than the former Abortion Act and violate the constitutional rights of girls and women who face a serious threat to their physical or mental health or have been raped or subjected to incest. The Choice Act should be amended accordingly. Until it is amended, healthcare practitioners should use the constitutional 'best interests of the child' principle as interpreted by the Children's Act when deciding whether or not to terminate the pregnancy of a child in the third trimester.